
 
 
 
 

Appendix A: 
Development Agreement Between  

Kittitas County, Washington and Wind Ridge Power Partners, LLC 
(Does not include its appendices) 



 































 

 
 

Appendix B: 
Settlement Agreement Between  

Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife and Applicant 













 
 

Appendix C: 
Cascade Land Conservancy Letter  
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 Ellensburg Offices 

222 Fourth Street 
Northwestern Regional Office 

210 SW Morrison  
 
 
 
 

Ellensburg, WA 98926  
Phone:  509-962-1122 
Fax:      509-962-1123 

Suite 310 
Portland, OR 97204 

Phone:  503-222-9400 
 Fax:  503-222-9404 www.zilkha.com 

 
 
Paul Bennett, Director           October 05, 2004 
Kittitas County Department of Public Works 
411 North Ruby Street, Suite 1 
Ellensburg, WA 98926 
 
 
RE: Comments for the Wild Horse Wind Power Project DEIS 
 
 
Dear Mr. Bennett: 
 
Wind Ridge Power Partners, LLC would like to take this opportunity to address some of the 
concerns you raised in your comments on the Wild Horse Wind Power Project Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) which you submitted to EFSEC on September 10, 
2004.  We hope we will be able to work together to resolve any concerns you may have 
regarding the impacts of the proposed Project. 
 
 
1. Regarding your comments on Section 4.14.1.1 ‘Existing Road Network’, we wish to clarify 
that no overweight or oversized trucks will be routed through the City of Kittitas.  As outlined in 
the Application for Site Certification, Section 3.15.1.1 ‘Road Network’, Transporter Route 1 will 
only be used for light duty traffic such as passenger vehicles, light-load delivery trucks, and 
single-unit construction materials and equipment trucks.  All overweight and oversized trucks 
will be routed through the town of Vantage (Transporter Route 2) via Interstate and County 
highways.  Transporter Route 2 is better suited for larger vehicles, therefore, oversize and over 
length delivery vehicles will use Transporter Route 2. 
 
 
2. Regarding your comments on Section 3.14.1.2 ‘Traffic Volumes’, we wish to clarify that the 
Project site entrance lies west of the existing access gate, across Vantage Hwy from the 
entrance to the Kittitas County Ryegrass Landfill, so the Project site entrance will not be on the 
crest of the vertical curve, thus resolving any sight distance issues.  The graveled shoulder in 
this area is already widened for several hundred feet and will allow construction traffic to veer off 
of Vantage Hwy to allow other traffic to pass safely.  It would seem intuitive that if the County’s 
own access way to the Ryegrass Landfill has safe sight distances, that an entryway at the same 
location on the other side of the road would also have the same site distances.  
 
Wind Ridge Power Partners’ consultant, CH2M Hill, has performed analyses for both existing 
and future traffic volumes along Vantage Highway.  These analyses indicate that traffic volumes 
along Vantage Highway are very low.  Based on a 1% growth rate over 30 years, traffic on 
Vantage Hwy (to the east and west of the site entrance) should not affect the level of service. 
The estimated levels of service in 2004 and 2034 are classified as level “C” in both locations. 
Therefore it is extremely unlikely that a full build out of an intersection would need to occur at 
the site entrance.   However, in the extremely unlikely event that LOS were to drop to level E, 



Wind Ridge Power Partners proposes to implement the following mitigation measures as 
appropriate: Possible construction of passing lanes near the Project site entrance. 
 
 
3. Regarding your comments on Section 3.14.2 ‘Impacts of the Proposed Action’, you raise 
concerns regarding Project impacts to aviation.  The nearest turbine structure is approximately 
12 nautical miles from the end of Runway 25 at the Bowers Field Airport in Ellensburg, WA.  
The distance of the Project from the Ellensburg Airport precludes any impact on VFR Traffic 
Pattern operations.   
 
Wind Ridge Power Partners contracted Aviation Systems, Inc to conduct a study of the 
instrument approaches.  There are two instrument approaches to Bowers Field that currently 
have initial approach altitudes of 5,000 feet above mean sea level (AMSL).  They are the 
RNAV(GPS) RWY 25 and the VOR /DME -A Procedures. Aviation Systems independently 
evaluated this airspace and determined a structure height restriction for present procedures of 
4000 feet AMSL.  Therefore, as long as the turbine structures in the project remain below 4000 
feet AMSL, they will not adversely affect Bowers Field Instrument Approaches.  Please see the 
attached letter from Aviation Systems regarding these issues. 
 
 
4. Regarding your comments on ‘Land Ownership and Use’, you request that Wind Ridge Power 
Partners identify all existing rights-of-way and public easements across the Project property.  In 
short, there are no public rights-of-way or easements across the Project property.  The Project 
will be built across privately-owned land which has no public access.  The Washington 
Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) has a management access easement at the Project 
entrance for the sole purpose of accessing one of their parcels which is within the Project area.  
However, this easement does not grant access to the general public.  For additional information 
on the status of the WDNR’s management access easements, please contact Milt Johnson, 
WDNR’s Eastern Washington Regional Manager, at (509) 925-8510. 
 
Additionally, you request that we review public easements around Wilson Creek and Charlton 
roads.  These roads are located approximately 10 miles to the west of the Project area and they 
will not be impacted by Project activities.  Therefore, Wind Ridge Power Partners has not 
researched ownership or easements in these areas. 
 
 
5. Regarding your comments on ‘Schedule and General Sequence’, as part of the EFSEC 
process, prior to the issuance of a FEIS, Wind Ridge Power Partners will be required to enter 
into a Development Agreement with Kittitas County.  Wind Ridge Power Partners will propose to 
include the specific mitigation actions which are identified in the DEIS (summarized on pages 1-
37 through 1-39 and Section 3.14.4) and will work with Kittitas County to create an agreement 
acceptable to both parties.   
 
 
6. Regarding your comments on ‘Operation’, you raise concerns regarding possible impacts of 
increased tourism in the area.  As noted under #4 above, there is no public access to the 
Project property and there are no public roads which go through the Project. Wind Ridge Power 
Partners proposes to construct a visitor’s kiosk, with sufficient signage directing interested 
visitors to it, near the Project site entrance to provide the public with information.  There will be 
adequate parking at this site.   
 



If appropriate, tourist traffic to the Project site may be monitored by installing tube counters at 
the driveway to the visitor’s kiosk near the Project entrance. The existing and future estimated 
average daily traffic volumes are very low on Vantage Hwy.  Although monitoring for tourist-only 
traffic can be conducted, it is unlikely that existing or future road conditions would be adversely 
affected. 
 
Although highly unlikely, should any monitored tourist traffic at the Project site cause an 
increase in traffic such that the total volume of vehicles in the peak hour exceed 400 vehicles 
(the traffic threshold at which LOS category for Vantage Highway would drop from level of 
service C to level of service D), Wind Ridge Power Partners proposes to implement the 
following mitigations measures as appropriate:   Wider shoulders and turn pockets for vehicles 
to turn into visitor kiosk. In the even more unlikely case that an increase in monitored tourist 
traffic cause peak hour volumes to exceed 1250 vehicles during the peak hour (the traffic 
threshold at which LOS category for Vantage Highway would drop from level of service C to 
level of service E), Wind Ridge Power Partners proposes to implement the following mitigation 
measures as appropriate: Possible construction of passing lanes near the Project site entrance. 
 
 
We hope the above information addresses your concerns regarding the possible impacts of the 
Wild Horse Wind Power Project.  We look forward to working with the Department of Public 
Works on the successful implementation of this Project. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Andrew Young 
Northwest Development Director 
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